The Kites
Poetic Devices:
1. Simile
A simile is the poetic device used by the poets to compare two things using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. The poet compared the kites flying ‘like coloured birds’ to depict the vibrancy and freedom. The child wants to be ‘small and light as air’ so that he can climb on the Kite and fly in the sky. 
2. Alliteration 
Alliteration is the repetition of the same letters at the beginning of the adjacent or closely connected words. The alliterations used in the poem are ‘wind-whipped’ and ‘wild wind’ to describe the speed of the wind. The poet also used alliteration in the lines ‘stand and stare’.
3. Imagery
Imagery is a descriptive language used to create images in the minds of readers. The poet has used a ‘wind-whipped sky’ to create the mental image of the windy day in the minds of readers. The desire to ‘climb on a kite’, ‘drift upon the paper wings’, ‘hear the songs’, and ‘the wild wind sings’ highlights the longing for freedom and exploration. 
4. Metaphor 
A metaphor is the comparison of two unrelated things. The poet metaphorically refers to the Kite as ‘paper wings’. 
5. Personification 
Personification gives human aspects to non-human things. The poet has personified wind, giving it a human-like aspect in the lines ‘wild wind sings’. 
6. Repetition 
The poet has repeated the word ‘high, high’ to emphasize the desire of the child to be in the sky.
7. Symbolism
Symbolism is a literary device where symbols such as characters, objects, or ideas represent something else. Daphne has used symbols like ‘kite’ and ‘bird’ to symbolise the longing for freedom and exploration.
